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Introduction

Where we live. Where we work. Who we are. Our world as we 
know it today.

The fundamental tenets of our society—people, cultures, 
places, environment—and how they influence and interact 
with each other are at the core of the geographic discipline. 
Those that came before us—the likes of David Livingstone, 
Henryk Arctowski, Richard Francis Burton, John Hanning 
Speke, and many more—not only traced and discovered parts 
unknown, but they did not so much with the promise of success, 
but the incredible probability of failure.

From colonialism in Africa to studies on Antarctic climate, 
this lookbook demonstrates the interdisciplinary scope of 
geographical research and provides a window into the foremost 
geographers and expeditions of our time.

To learn more about the stories in the Royal Geographical Society 
(with IBG) Part I archive, visit wileydigitalarchives.com/rgs. 

Geography is, in 
the broadest sense, 
an education for life 
and for living. 

– Royal Geographical Society (with IBG)

http://wileydigitalarchives.com/rgs
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Colonialism in Africa

HISTORICAL CONTEXT 
Throughout the nineteenth century, maps of Africa became 
symbols of British missionary, scientific and imperial endeavour. 
No meeting concerning Africa – whether to promote missionary 
activity, to debate the location of rivers and lakes, or to 
contemplate imperial schemes – was complete without a large 
map of the continent. Founded in 1830, the Royal Geographical 
Society (with IBG) served as an information exchange for 
explorers, soldiers, administrators and naturalists, providing 
intelligence and advice for a range of government departments; 
its extensive map room was a frequent source of information for 
the military. 

FILE THIS UNDER 
Geography, African Studies, Colonial History, Cartography, 
Anthropology, International Relations, Economic History

River Shire from Lake Nyassa to the Sea. The River Shire from the Murchison 
Cataracts to the River Zambezi Reduced from an Original by Dr. Livingstone 
and Mr. Thornton. [1867].” Map, 1867. Wiley Digital Archives.
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WHO 
David Livingstone, generally considered to be the most famous European 
explorer of Africa in the 19th century

WHY HE’S NOTABLE 
David Livingstone (1813 – 1873), a Scottish physician, scientific explorer, 
imperial reformer, anti-slavery crusader, and Christian missionary, created 
many of the first maps of Africa that live in the RGS-IBG archives today. One of 
the most popular British heroes of the late 19th-century Victorian era, he was 
an advocate of commercial and colonial expansion as a means to replace the 
slave trade he detested with a legitimate form of commerce. 

Livingstone’s obsession with learning the sources of the Nile River was 
founded on the belief that the discovery would give him the influence to end 
the East African Arab-Swahili slave trade during the culmination of the classic 
period of European geographical discovery and colonial penetration of Africa. 

His missionary travels and eventual death in Africa led to the founding of 
several major central African Christian missionary initiatives in the era of the 
European “Scramble for Africa.” 

EXPEDITION HIGHLIGHTS
Livingstone’s passion for exploring Africa wasn’t without challenges. In 1858, 
Livingstone set out on the Zambezi Expedition to examine the resources of 
southeastern Africa and open up the Zambezi River. His crew consisted of 
several members: his brother Charles, a photographer; John Kirk, a botanist; 
Richard Thornton, a geologist; and Thomas Baines, the official artist. 

Riddled with illness and drama amongst the crew, the Zambezi Expedition was 
by no means smooth sailing. After an argument that led to both Thornton’s 
and Baines’ dismissal, Livingstone’s steamer, the Ma Robert, began leaking, 
forcing members to continue on foot. They changed course to travel along 
the River Shire, Lake Nyassa and the Rovuma but still faced obstacles with 
navigation and the encroachment of local Africans and slave traders.  

At this point, Livingstone’s wife Mary joined her husband but contracted 
malaria and died. Subsequently, Livingstone faced the threat of mutiny when 
he dragged the steamer over miles of sandbanks before being ordered home 
by the British government with disappointing results.

Though the failure to circumnavigate and fully navigate the lake was a major 
disappointment to British geographers, the Expedition brought back some 
profitable results, including various botanical and zoological specimens.

Related items & special collections in 
the RGS-IBG Archive: Maps, manuscripts, 
Livingstone’s account of his search for the 
source of the Nile, historic photographs, 
accounts and artworks of pioneering journeys 
of Livingstone, Samuel Baker, John Hanning 
Speke, Richard Francis Burton, and more.

Craig, Alexander. “David Livingstone (1813-1873).” RGS 
Images Online, 1 Jan. 1856. Wiley Digital Archives.

https://app.wileydigitalarchives.com/rgs/detail/RGSCFA001-C0002-MA000035;docID=RGSCFA001-C0002-MA000035;searchTerm=;selectedArchives=RGS;location_id=wlpmt;guestAuthToken=eyJhbGciOiJSUzI1NiIsInR5cCI6IkpXVCJ9.eyJkb2NJZCI6IlJHU0NGQTAwMS1DMDAwMi1NQTAwMDAzNSIsInNjb3BlIjpbInJlc291cmNlLXNlcnZlci1kb2N1bWVudC1yZWFkIl0sImV4cCI6MzcxMzQ2NzA1MiwiYXV0aG9yaXRpZXMiOlsiUk9MRV9HVUVTVCJdLCJqdGkiOiIxYjEyMTZiNy02ZDRhLTQwZWQtYjkzMS0zYmM2ZDNiYjEyOTIiLCJjbGllbnRfaWQiOiJndWVzdCJ9.XvtYTKlG-HFqtqZEkwOSjaIoD_RjLt7ASda9KYgxkam9sPFMbGQy2wlT4JmxUXmcZ8qSvdEnDadSZ7I-EJ3Qqi0cg2OpM6C6CqZQfOlTZ0Un8IN7_YaMI4mbg8s4eW665qtk_vguDb6ZPWsN8vB0wYc0NZ2JBpLaUkVHqI0-AzXuWKX5EY2PL9syP5b4re_CZkguZUFCOXqGFyGadLr3uTEHEL4DG-4l5RDDnnHB-mBTK27nFpVSoCgpuLartkpQ0N47Wjf6VeU9O6dYWZ79o-GQXMuEoyuvE46YO1JZwODni73RScvnduHV_ALUs_rpYGgXwbDWYNGilwutTFi5Fg
https://app.wileydigitalarchives.com/rgs/detail/RGSCFA004-C0021-MA000016;docID=RGSCFA004-C0021-MA000016;searchTerm=;selectedArchives=RGS;location_id=wlpmt;guestAuthToken=eyJhbGciOiJSUzI1NiIsInR5cCI6IkpXVCJ9.eyJkb2NJZCI6IlJHU0NGQTAwNC1DMDAyMS1NQTAwMDAxNiIsInNjb3BlIjpbInJlc291cmNlLXNlcnZlci1kb2N1bWVudC1yZWFkIl0sImV4cCI6MzcxMzQ2Njc4OCwiYXV0aG9yaXRpZXMiOlsiUk9MRV9HVUVTVCJdLCJqdGkiOiIyMjc2YTRjMi00YmIwLTRiYWMtODk4YS0xZDM0MjBjZTM2NGUiLCJjbGllbnRfaWQiOiJndWVzdCJ9.B0qLEedwqiwww-TGEuwHl7gMs2XVTd7G0g5Du93u1XKi9ZZGtUOwtaHAsvIEurM_EkZUtl-3buWJ1W1HW5Y4fhnyZ8EWp3HMHKCUuMRIZcADi24DE9Eh614zsMd-dzYxR8jFc45fpHKHsrTDKhR2tUCbFW2kILDhwDC9DphGZdNd-msFIPwCt58lgr4HMbMq6wJ6hyxnsnYiwI0M9LuQkNmkbUYASdJRJSZSsPa4kVFo-QG52MnO-1bATiakfdsG5c7oQa_HVDtHdHxnRyGlGSqYddfImeBkHhoXzKhDFjDnwbivoecXpZMkyjCxYS25WiQJ6S_OwNROb3CyIvsaVw
https://app.wileydigitalarchives.com/rgs/detail/RGSCFA001-C0003-MA000081;docID=RGSCFA001-C0003-MA000081;searchTerm=;selectedArchives=RGS;location_id=wlpmt;guestAuthToken=eyJhbGciOiJSUzI1NiIsInR5cCI6IkpXVCJ9.eyJkb2NJZCI6IlJHU0NGQTAwMS1DMDAwMy1NQTAwMDA4MSIsInNjb3BlIjpbInJlc291cmNlLXNlcnZlci1kb2N1bWVudC1yZWFkIl0sImV4cCI6MzcxMzQ2Njk1OSwiYXV0aG9yaXRpZXMiOlsiUk9MRV9HVUVTVCJdLCJqdGkiOiJkNzFjMTExYS1mNTQ2LTQyZDAtOGY2MS1jYzc3YmY3OWNmYmIiLCJjbGllbnRfaWQiOiJndWVzdCJ9.KBX-V6MqD6Lj15vV1U5v4ie2m896QLTMktnUOmDqH6jjCmbA6FxOHqLjPTuo06Hkcz1nB_ZtGGGOFXJieGDU8Wplp-y0kHrlYPdI1vcUP2pD-304ZNa0XZuddmtbTqoXB48wNJWC_icH__Ip0wTEknQRUgyDO7v3NaMdA2t3cVoqN0Hmv8X-Zb6vTzwyjSepJ-Ui2DCjRvm-U_GRDQdXTI7zyZr9KSwQe9f0JVHBpLKN2yj9gdWsdVhe4ORj4yeSs31q81q_fAXA7CFZIq-WKcHyRqknfFswjLJGKtOGausOQU6BvFGZXEBrtuaQIXoCQahoNVqUQhCoO9twCRvKLA
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WHO 
John Hanning Speke, English explorer and officer in the British Indian 
Army who made three exploratory expeditions to Africa

WHY HE’S NOTABLE 
Commissioned by the British Indian Army in 1844, John Hanning Speke 
served in the Punjab and travelled in the Himalayas and Tibet. In April 1855, 
while Speke was a member of Richard Burton’s party attempting to explore 
Somaliland, he was severely wounded in an attack by the Somalis that broke 
up the expedition. In December 1856, he rejoined Burton on the island 
of Zanzibar. Their intention was to find a great lake said to lie in the heart of 
Africa and be the origin of the Nile. 

After exploring the East African coast for six months to find the best 
route inland, the two men became the first Europeans to reach Lake 
Tanganyika in February 1858. During the return trip, Speke left Burton and 
struck out northward alone. On July 30, he reached Lake Victoria, which he 
correctly identified as a source of the Nile and named in honor of Queen 
Victoria. Speke’s conclusion about the lake as a Nile source was rejected by 
Burton (and was disputed by many in England), but the Royal Geographical 
Society, which had sponsored the expedition, honored Speke for his exploits 
and commissioned a second expedition in 1860 to resolve the dispute. Speke 
and Captain James Grant mapped a portion of Lake Victoria, and in July 1862, 
Speke, unaccompanied by Grant, found the Nile’s exit from the lake and named 
it Ripon Falls.

Speke’s claim to have found the Nile source was challenged in England, and, 
on the day he was to debate the subject publicly with Richard Burton, he 
was killed by his own gun while hunting. Accounts of his explorations were 
published in 1863 and 1864.

Related items & special collections in 
the RGS-IBG Archive: Maps, manuscripts, 
Livingstone’s account of his search for the source 
of the Nile, historic photographs, accounts 
and artworks of pioneering journeys of David 
Livingstone, Samuel Baker, Richard Francis 
Burton, and more.

“Captain John Hanning Speke.” RGS Images Online, 1 
Jan. 1860,  Wiley Digital Archives: Royal Geographical 
Society (with IBG)

https://app.wileydigitalarchives.com/rgs/detail/RGSCFA004-C0021-MA000016;guestAuthToken=eyJhbGciOiJSUzI1NiIsInR5cCI6IkpXVCJ9.eyJkb2NJZCI6IlJHU0NGQTAwNC1DMDAyMS1NQTAwMDAxNiIsInNjb3BlIjpbInJlc291cmNlLXNlcnZlci1kb2N1bWVudC1yZWFkIl0sImV4cCI6Mzc3NjcwODQzOSwiYXV0aG9yaXRpZXMiOlsiUk9MRV9HVUVTVCJdLCJqdGkiOiIzMWIzNjkzMS1jOGNlLTRiNzQtYjQ2Ny1hNmZkYjU4MzdjZWYiLCJjbGllbnRfaWQiOiJndWVzdCJ9.NPB6F6MmqJthJYuLethcVFkehyZsmQVLQmq7NFJHDyAHgartmmuJnbRpfJ541S8AXXVRBs91kD8ZeO3MeuoVqnoxZ2gfpRgVo4eq36oS0EJYsbkz9PmoO3ibvtnr7NZpr5kp5H6_o__S9FGdAd8JVLx6FhimFTHy6BW7U4-A33rO7XSZu-m8gUbBuEcY6818gzQGfn6iSS1mEvAI3iRDsx2USdIaXnhZHNDbAqK6Kj1LROn1FcirvoeiCT1c3ASqAI4Mz-YN-7nGjE_vymerfYRw7paqHktaGEKMWLCDcqlvT68bCauk0-zCLWKXO-MrXS503h3lUZZ2-3atUGkBBw
https://app.wileydigitalarchives.com/rgs/detail/RGSCFA004-C0015-MA000217;guestAuthToken=eyJhbGciOiJSUzI1NiIsInR5cCI6IkpXVCJ9.eyJkb2NJZCI6IlJHU0NGQTAwNC1DMDAxNS1NQTAwMDIxNyIsInNjb3BlIjpbInJlc291cmNlLXNlcnZlci1kb2N1bWVudC1yZWFkIl0sImV4cCI6Mzc3NjcwODU5MCwiYXV0aG9yaXRpZXMiOlsiUk9MRV9HVUVTVCJdLCJqdGkiOiIyYTU0ZDgyYy1iZTVmLTQzMmEtOWMzYS05ZjY1OGVmMDliMWMiLCJjbGllbnRfaWQiOiJndWVzdCJ9.dWDuVpzFLTY67FicWO40pchgpjwfF0qPMiUY2rLr8uNSttpzOUVdvwLMhas1fA_AS-eq41Fz7omicpr9uQ_DcYueoJngys1Q0VCP7CA9OSa2sGRkNnGkX_S1-qDoizprIxgyXljjs_M2ft4UcNoVSgPENMzv0tjwry2EuEOdTV2LIwr2sv-YHvvgzKiLPxfwK3RsQZ2VLJbcvKpquwgFnKfM_asI4V6EvszsnFpYjggIx48NRlzUsykt_-FQ8rg_vzBb6nNj10LNFqab3qdLmIJ202trKTA-GBrcVWIlEN_DOwT8vQHMeu7Y7dI00YBB1mqSP1BfP94SPsAxCjMoSA
https://app.wileydigitalarchives.com/rgs/detail/RGSCFA004-C0015-MA000217;guestAuthToken=eyJhbGciOiJSUzI1NiIsInR5cCI6IkpXVCJ9.eyJkb2NJZCI6IlJHU0NGQTAwNC1DMDAxNS1NQTAwMDIxNyIsInNjb3BlIjpbInJlc291cmNlLXNlcnZlci1kb2N1bWVudC1yZWFkIl0sImV4cCI6Mzc3NjcwODU5MCwiYXV0aG9yaXRpZXMiOlsiUk9MRV9HVUVTVCJdLCJqdGkiOiIyYTU0ZDgyYy1iZTVmLTQzMmEtOWMzYS05ZjY1OGVmMDliMWMiLCJjbGllbnRfaWQiOiJndWVzdCJ9.dWDuVpzFLTY67FicWO40pchgpjwfF0qPMiUY2rLr8uNSttpzOUVdvwLMhas1fA_AS-eq41Fz7omicpr9uQ_DcYueoJngys1Q0VCP7CA9OSa2sGRkNnGkX_S1-qDoizprIxgyXljjs_M2ft4UcNoVSgPENMzv0tjwry2EuEOdTV2LIwr2sv-YHvvgzKiLPxfwK3RsQZ2VLJbcvKpquwgFnKfM_asI4V6EvszsnFpYjggIx48NRlzUsykt_-FQ8rg_vzBb6nNj10LNFqab3qdLmIJ202trKTA-GBrcVWIlEN_DOwT8vQHMeu7Y7dI00YBB1mqSP1BfP94SPsAxCjMoSA
https://app.wileydigitalarchives.com/rgs/detail/RGSCFA001-C0003-MA000081;guestAuthToken=eyJhbGciOiJSUzI1NiIsInR5cCI6IkpXVCJ9.eyJkb2NJZCI6IlJHU0NGQTAwMS1DMDAwMy1NQTAwMDA4MSIsInNjb3BlIjpbInJlc291cmNlLXNlcnZlci1kb2N1bWVudC1yZWFkIl0sImV4cCI6Mzc3NjcwODQ3MCwiYXV0aG9yaXRpZXMiOlsiUk9MRV9HVUVTVCJdLCJqdGkiOiI3ZDkxN2RlNC1hNTgxLTQyNWItOGYzZC1hZjVlMWI0ZWUzMmQiLCJjbGllbnRfaWQiOiJndWVzdCJ9.VRYwWbgB0gjmiYq01PXXfpQmILKQhio4Q6wAocHqdedSuVnzLIzhe_SGke6IXLtnScJ2ph6qrFvNnPSHCvlSfJdIQB239Q1vis9a3ugYAAfUXdxzwZoGAJyTR9hRELIAZTlt-8YlRkNbXDGtik1jaGqBYqvrOVYTe1yTB1uOm_JnioQf6aowAQyE2oMVFlw-6tJmXZpolrMAzJ-YfXItRHqYvmjGiEnBUIfP0CsyqNfFXAngDpJgtBO-7fsKDrntrvLBRGXd1_u3WFmsvR-lBmszHBa79ioQm-PlYzlPObbrAFul8z1iqiuAXshMqIC-1WRbNFIStHTBT71xukBnzw
https://app.wileydigitalarchives.com/rgs/detail/RGSCFA002-C0008-MA000034;guestAuthToken=eyJhbGciOiJSUzI1NiIsInR5cCI6IkpXVCJ9.eyJkb2NJZCI6IlJHU0NGQTAwMi1DMDAwOC1NQTAwMDAzNCIsInNjb3BlIjpbInJlc291cmNlLXNlcnZlci1kb2N1bWVudC1yZWFkIl0sImV4cCI6Mzc3NjcwODQxMywiYXV0aG9yaXRpZXMiOlsiUk9MRV9HVUVTVCJdLCJqdGkiOiI1YmVkODFmYy1hMzk0LTQ4YjgtODg4ZC02ZmNmYzkxYTBhMzQiLCJjbGllbnRfaWQiOiJndWVzdCJ9.SPc-uHvuorjbFWziOVuYZ1ZV-XWSrqK3jdORByrMo8l-EbJq8OsxMi4Ubxok_Fc9OkFR5w93ULdICuiBaPlOOHa5Ah-KdSdptHHK-QGxv8wohnj4-g_EfbS-ewMoRlNC1DCAnQDBVwce6vsT-l-YDWHNZozzecvbN3T3hziBt_2HIfCkKYavOShKVNT_s3BHFfITe7Y1gAMOeV7q4Ay0MEJdoD1bbmsNo4-lVpr5lV8ZYS4B8STFfQkUyZ1Kry9_RwZffDpkzwm6Hbz1XVQgOpIf4aNb3peBqeZ3EKxxNdv4VD9SNtE-AMYZsCH_P4VYRZxCdzTCjqC_fGiYOzmQ8w
https://app.wileydigitalarchives.com/rgs/detail/RGSCFA002-C0008-MA000034;guestAuthToken=eyJhbGciOiJSUzI1NiIsInR5cCI6IkpXVCJ9.eyJkb2NJZCI6IlJHU0NGQTAwMi1DMDAwOC1NQTAwMDAzNCIsInNjb3BlIjpbInJlc291cmNlLXNlcnZlci1kb2N1bWVudC1yZWFkIl0sImV4cCI6Mzc3NjcwODQxMywiYXV0aG9yaXRpZXMiOlsiUk9MRV9HVUVTVCJdLCJqdGkiOiI1YmVkODFmYy1hMzk0LTQ4YjgtODg4ZC02ZmNmYzkxYTBhMzQiLCJjbGllbnRfaWQiOiJndWVzdCJ9.SPc-uHvuorjbFWziOVuYZ1ZV-XWSrqK3jdORByrMo8l-EbJq8OsxMi4Ubxok_Fc9OkFR5w93ULdICuiBaPlOOHa5Ah-KdSdptHHK-QGxv8wohnj4-g_EfbS-ewMoRlNC1DCAnQDBVwce6vsT-l-YDWHNZozzecvbN3T3hziBt_2HIfCkKYavOShKVNT_s3BHFfITe7Y1gAMOeV7q4Ay0MEJdoD1bbmsNo4-lVpr5lV8ZYS4B8STFfQkUyZ1Kry9_RwZffDpkzwm6Hbz1XVQgOpIf4aNb3peBqeZ3EKxxNdv4VD9SNtE-AMYZsCH_P4VYRZxCdzTCjqC_fGiYOzmQ8w
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Geographical Photography

HISTORICAL CONTEXT 
Centuries of advances in chemistry and optics, including 
the invention of the camera obscura, set the stage for the 
world’s first photograph, taken in 1826 by French scientist 
Joseph Nicéphore Niépce. Niépce’s success led to a number 
of other experiments, and photography progressed very 
rapidly. Daguerreotypes, emulsion plates, and wet plates were 
developed almost simultaneously in the mid- to late-1800s. With 
each type of emulsion, photographers experimented with 
different chemicals and techniques.

At a time when travel was embraced as a way of seeing and 
knowing the world, photographs of all types offered a new 
means of acquiring, ordering, and disseminating geographical 
information. For example, photographic lantern slides took off in 
the late 19th century as a popular form of entertainment, and in 
addition to educators, missionaries and explorers soon began to 
use lantern slides to visually entice the audience while educating, 
spreading messages, and sharing discoveries.

Interest in topographic photographs grew in line with other 
developments that characterized the Victorian age, particularly 
travel and the growth of the railways. In addition, new legislation 
introduced mandatory holidays for working people for the first 
time, enabling them to vacation at the coast or in the country. 
Set against the background of imperial expansion, this growth 
in tourism, coupled with the emergence of the new middle 
class, prompted a powerful new desire for knowledge— 
to see new things and experience more of the world.

FILE THIS UNDER 
Photography, Exploration Photography, Mapping, Art 
History, Design, Media, Geography, Colonial History, 
Cartography, Anthropology

“A Half Century of Geographical Progress.” Lantern Slides, 1860–1915.  
Wiley Digital Archives: Royal Geographical Society (with IBG).
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WHO 
Francis Frith, Victorian topographical photographer who ran a 
large photographic business

WHY HE’S NOTABLE 
Francis Frith was born in 1822 in Chesterfield, Derbyshire. During his early life, 
he was apprenticed to a cutlery firm before he began working as a wholesale 
grocer. He turned his attention to photography sometime in the 1850s, and he 
became one of the founding members of the Liverpool Photographic Society  
in 1859. 

He specialized in producing photographic prints of British beauty spots and 
other tourist views including landmark buildings. In 1856, Frith made an 
extended trip to Egypt, traveling up the Nile from Cairo to Abu Simbel. He 
photographed along the entire way, using three different cameras. During this 
trip, he was one of the first to experiment with glass negatives. This allowed 
him to capture both the expanse and the detail of Eastern subjects. Each 
photograph took a few minutes to create, eliminating temporary and moving 
objects. Frith prepared and fixed the photographs in a tent or ancient tomb, 
despite the danger of using explosive materials such as liquid ether and gun 
cotton in the desert heat. 

The success of these images financed Frith’s next trip to Palestine, Syria, and 
Egypt in late 1857. He published these images between 1858 and 1860. In the 
summer of 1859, Frith returned to Egypt, traveling up the Nile to the Fifth 
Cataract - farther than any earlier photographer had gone.

An astute entrepreneur as well as an adventurer, Frith established his own 
business, Francis Frith & Co., in 1860. Francis Frith & Co. was the first specialist 
photographic publisher to photograph every town and village in Britain, and by 
the time of Frith’s death in 1898, he had opened branches all over  
the world.

Related items & special collections in the RGS-
IBG Archive: Maps, manuscripts, and several 
collections of lantern slides from the 19th century. 
Work related to photographers such as Julia 
Margaret Cameron, Thomas Annan, Frank Hurley, 
Herbert Ponting, and many more.

Source: https://www.getty.edu/art/collection/
artists/1756/francis-frith-english-1822-1898/

Francis Frith & Co. “A Village on a Hillside.” RGS Images 
Online, 1 Jan. 1860. Wiley Digital Archives: Royal 
Geographical Society (with IBG).

https://app.wileydigitalarchives.com/wiley/detail/RGSCFA007-C0007-MA002717;guestAuthToken=eyJhbGciOiJSUzI1NiIsInR5cCI6IkpXVCJ9.eyJkb2NJZCI6IlJHU0NGQTAwNy1DMDAwNy1NQTAwMjcxNyIsInNjb3BlIjpbInJlc291cmNlLXNlcnZlci1kb2N1bWVudC1yZWFkIl0sImV4cCI6Mzc3Njc5NTg0NSwiYXV0aG9yaXRpZXMiOlsiUk9MRV9HVUVTVCJdLCJqdGkiOiJhZjllNzY3Yi02YmQ5LTRkZjMtODM4NC1mOGJkOGZjZWQ1N2QiLCJjbGllbnRfaWQiOiJndWVzdCJ9.fDCbKj8raa24OYIrKZ2Rh059qmErKp2r_10SOW8tjIzRbE9sYbFAL-Ea2jDZEhg9IPm3-AD14zTLb_vK6aVGLo3wA0xpgpHGQuWZwDLZi0efbmcHNKGFjYftV-RBf3fRB-ImQTFmQDiTMMi09nRZK5es1BqOvriC7NXzSi5Bb3GTZtbBvjakalclY1fKYNHB7wkVLkQANa1wvNaR1beZVWt5FTQVaKugWVmd7sZJsiKlQnaUYSWICj5wnEi8ThSdaXskzFk5b2s050g9G9uVhMI34cr0l5cDOn7FcOnLr3sdqxAsIDxAjeEa-cJd2rDJeXQRXswjmZIWWA5Nbfmt7w
https://app.wileydigitalarchives.com/wiley/detail/RGSPFA002-C0319-MA000001;guestAuthToken=eyJhbGciOiJSUzI1NiIsInR5cCI6IkpXVCJ9.eyJkb2NJZCI6IlJHU1BGQTAwMi1DMDMxOS1NQTAwMDAwMSIsInNjb3BlIjpbInJlc291cmNlLXNlcnZlci1kb2N1bWVudC1yZWFkIl0sImV4cCI6Mzc3Njc5NTc4MSwiYXV0aG9yaXRpZXMiOlsiUk9MRV9HVUVTVCJdLCJqdGkiOiI3YjA0YWZiZC04NzZkLTQ0YjgtYmIzMS1hMDg1MDcxZGFlMjIiLCJjbGllbnRfaWQiOiJndWVzdCJ9.L7CbbyYJfdso14WIH8Rp7xhJeKULKbvW7T_1Ecss8cLWCcOl6as41KzMGhGxDAtTubYW2SfsemD6z5e50n6ieKKCvdFA6eViXyIVFGwEZtMgmMlnKbqG0OXQrhSqlQ9xqqURb9i1aWpQzU6DxFi40BaPildkoym4thLX6UlEps5y6CFGu6MCmAKRNtlnnts6p6cuHOgno5Nk61J_s3GfJszH3seA8hLYriPRr8qPc7JnMLPazGVLDP2-ng_7q3fU6bhL2B-iP9sXlB3ZQovq4LY0T5ic9Yzvmgbdwq5i0C1Kn6kTzpKlfWHPeNftVGLBMS3iHALQcy8150WWp9njcA
https://app.wileydigitalarchives.com/wiley/detail/RGSPFA002-C0202-MA000001;guestAuthToken=eyJhbGciOiJSUzI1NiIsInR5cCI6IkpXVCJ9.eyJkb2NJZCI6IlJHU1BGQTAwMi1DMDIwMi1NQTAwMDAwMSIsInNjb3BlIjpbInJlc291cmNlLXNlcnZlci1kb2N1bWVudC1yZWFkIl0sImV4cCI6Mzc3Njc5NTk3MSwiYXV0aG9yaXRpZXMiOlsiUk9MRV9HVUVTVCJdLCJqdGkiOiIzY2I5NjIwYS1iN2E0LTRmOTEtODlmNi0wMjNhNTU5MGVlMDUiLCJjbGllbnRfaWQiOiJndWVzdCJ9.QAjUdIvkB7pyNgc9uS2Zc_bTZL9NqoSo0-zhNqjIUYgpMrYaNgHA81l63Oj9e_0B89qDy-4Vvw7zsVKetNFeEgoxDeAKdJ5QEotOC1hRAEKsAYrF71UAk3i6eHCdqe6DPOhekqIkqzvjRYf9nV4EzS93tugS1kFnxomJ6L4UdIflGinW93nIjfvhIQ34bsF7ps9Y1khDaKdHSJmXEPkA1DAdzjjr3rcgEzovInRO5H7SadHt6ckDrwMbcjsy3Ld_eNGQnLvCbRdbxNhbSUybch4hE-VuOOXBX7PyzBea1qhr0z4B7oLcoOdlCMYPP2wwoGtDDg-hTJVmAkHOQl2jyw
https://app.wileydigitalarchives.com/wiley/detail/RGSCFA004-C0058-MA000003;guestAuthToken=eyJhbGciOiJSUzI1NiIsInR5cCI6IkpXVCJ9.eyJkb2NJZCI6IlJHU0NGQTAwNC1DMDA1OC1NQTAwMDAwMyIsInNjb3BlIjpbInJlc291cmNlLXNlcnZlci1kb2N1bWVudC1yZWFkIl0sImV4cCI6Mzc3Njc5NjA1NywiYXV0aG9yaXRpZXMiOlsiUk9MRV9HVUVTVCJdLCJqdGkiOiI4NWFiOGY4NS0zN2VmLTRhNzYtYmY4MC1kM2QxM2ViYmE4ODciLCJjbGllbnRfaWQiOiJndWVzdCJ9.XljoVCjpH4PpfLd8uEMjmH6tECZTx8lajiy-REgL51gDzF7M6DurAJrPHyGq67uKE_cIAKdkw-Jet57Hs-gUrbfZEuY54CBl7WhK73S6Y0LijpxGisYCSj6h9WejEv-aO6HUYpZpWAKVpnV2RSjTs0QTTpuQubgDn_Bwmk4p01mYybDJgtF22E7pJsfMirwWb5VFH5RboxoxJG7U5mSw8z9LQKbZGt-u_G85YNrOSOH0vMWwsNSM_nJX02Frmj0VXp7pYsLzSbMlYgqkgm-Fteb5Mq6krJRaoBWp6CV0cXZ9pIYD8rHx59VZHu7K3Qb3i84ekf4U6BgTAhKFyc8v-g
https://app.wileydigitalarchives.com/wiley/detail/RGSCFA004-C0058-MA000003;guestAuthToken=eyJhbGciOiJSUzI1NiIsInR5cCI6IkpXVCJ9.eyJkb2NJZCI6IlJHU0NGQTAwNC1DMDA1OC1NQTAwMDAwMyIsInNjb3BlIjpbInJlc291cmNlLXNlcnZlci1kb2N1bWVudC1yZWFkIl0sImV4cCI6Mzc3Njc5NjA1NywiYXV0aG9yaXRpZXMiOlsiUk9MRV9HVUVTVCJdLCJqdGkiOiI4NWFiOGY4NS0zN2VmLTRhNzYtYmY4MC1kM2QxM2ViYmE4ODciLCJjbGllbnRfaWQiOiJndWVzdCJ9.XljoVCjpH4PpfLd8uEMjmH6tECZTx8lajiy-REgL51gDzF7M6DurAJrPHyGq67uKE_cIAKdkw-Jet57Hs-gUrbfZEuY54CBl7WhK73S6Y0LijpxGisYCSj6h9WejEv-aO6HUYpZpWAKVpnV2RSjTs0QTTpuQubgDn_Bwmk4p01mYybDJgtF22E7pJsfMirwWb5VFH5RboxoxJG7U5mSw8z9LQKbZGt-u_G85YNrOSOH0vMWwsNSM_nJX02Frmj0VXp7pYsLzSbMlYgqkgm-Fteb5Mq6krJRaoBWp6CV0cXZ9pIYD8rHx59VZHu7K3Qb3i84ekf4U6BgTAhKFyc8v-g
https://app.wileydigitalarchives.com/wiley/detail/RGSPFA005-C0001-MA007175;guestAuthToken=eyJhbGciOiJSUzI1NiIsInR5cCI6IkpXVCJ9.eyJkb2NJZCI6IlJHU1BGQTAwNS1DMDAwMS1NQTAwNzE3NSIsInNjb3BlIjpbInJlc291cmNlLXNlcnZlci1kb2N1bWVudC1yZWFkIl0sImV4cCI6Mzc3Njc5NjEyNCwiYXV0aG9yaXRpZXMiOlsiUk9MRV9HVUVTVCJdLCJqdGkiOiIxYzBlNjU4My0yMDkzLTRiNzAtYWE5NS04ZGUxNDBkZjgyNjgiLCJjbGllbnRfaWQiOiJndWVzdCJ9.ajl62PAqyHGWs3srYBupXYn8JPyvtSVl_6EfkftdzjqgTKKYZDJT5Je8Iq3Gn2jofbbf6KxZeDf_8AxiIJXrOAP_wXDVXNDBQxRK0RWTltBNCZd_EX1_Auf9ztF_NcMQA3R2A0vSQhP6-IDM4z397jxp61n6I7Wg_FxGgvIBOceuUQXzywgegqnlxITJZx0yqa2vEesz7Q2a5ZW0a0gZ2nV9Wkd29VrXNxX4BidtkNiCcyK5woOuquiAELbBngh3ASTg9C9Y3Ly2j1pLui-zjKJp3GrxseOlYMWZQxDuOgVHY1Cc2B7pWCB7CLM3-OlJHHy5DH2ZxghoRMk1zDMx3g
https://app.wileydigitalarchives.com/wiley/detail/RGSPFA005-C0001-MA000460;guestAuthToken=eyJhbGciOiJSUzI1NiIsInR5cCI6IkpXVCJ9.eyJkb2NJZCI6IlJHU1BGQTAwNS1DMDAwMS1NQTAwMDQ2MCIsInNjb3BlIjpbInJlc291cmNlLXNlcnZlci1kb2N1bWVudC1yZWFkIl0sImV4cCI6Mzc3Njc5NjMwMiwiYXV0aG9yaXRpZXMiOlsiUk9MRV9HVUVTVCJdLCJqdGkiOiIzZjEzNmU1Mi01ZjM0LTQ0NzEtOGU2YS1iMDhiMDgwM2M2M2UiLCJjbGllbnRfaWQiOiJndWVzdCJ9.azg3jcKXWLcw24hpLaqlpGRXlfsqcbQ8XkkTRah0vSmV8rhRptC1C2FSJ6Dl4j9Hx0Lg3bNvnnsGj8dgC2Bvv8xAR7OwPh4pTjxT4sgpUJ6IXQtaG5YXHJ3giOwqzTggDAQNfUjq_fX71mKnHxXmtkxN2iOfDBpS4QoVWEMlFnvoGencITcYo6qJRapMF-pCSWmQO6uVhSVVsCklp6amGNEDJYb7M5Trl_E97vKjayMKIXZuGZcBp-KdQiqlJBv1K0UuygyugqUJ1MtSYUqz2qyeIWv45K7P2JD-Lyyp-NtJB5ZwqqXvmt95qjDzPvd2CWClIdQRE1ZXAMvZbiUDRw
https://app.wileydigitalarchives.com/wiley/detail/RGSPFA005-C0001-MA004105;guestAuthToken=eyJhbGciOiJSUzI1NiIsInR5cCI6IkpXVCJ9.eyJkb2NJZCI6IlJHU1BGQTAwNS1DMDAwMS1NQTAwNDEwNSIsInNjb3BlIjpbInJlc291cmNlLXNlcnZlci1kb2N1bWVudC1yZWFkIl0sImV4cCI6Mzc3Njc5NjM2MywiYXV0aG9yaXRpZXMiOlsiUk9MRV9HVUVTVCJdLCJqdGkiOiJiYmViMThlYy1kNmI3LTRjMTAtYjk3MC1hZDAwMzhkYmQ1NDYiLCJjbGllbnRfaWQiOiJndWVzdCJ9.N7Cfd3vzfq4WvP-liSixTFkO1IH0TKB85Vn1AE6CAgmTT4j4iPpQmGQdKF3Ohrb0wVcJYV9me5vtiCh5DZH2mg9KrHCDus4KOhpIXMBhsfIdvXtY46QG8sWuIhjkCK7UxqeGL8Wzkxt6O_rkt_ZvCl55mGEkkNut3pkIZQnkRC4ewnXc5sk1kpNIG3h42L8EmgSIGd-cGOkPocas47qLNcf4rKbAAVqofyBlAgWQXW1FGpgO_g905hN9T_P_sSSi9_oJc1G4w4vC39_dIIXRSGLdE3Vkv4E1-fP7YUbE6bxhix6qhGMej4Z7RFKl322bCheI6gqG5_319NP6zrasCg
https://www.getty.edu/art/collection/artists/1756/francis-frith-english-1822-1898/
https://www.getty.edu/art/collection/artists/1756/francis-frith-english-1822-1898/
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Early Weather and Climate Studies

HISTORICAL CONTEXT 
The study of climate and weather gained a foothold during the 
19th century. Previously, the sky was considered by many a 
divine realm, not a place for science. Storms continued to blow 
over Britain without warning, sinking ships and fishing boats 
as they passed. In the 1850s, more than 1,000 sailors drowned 
off the British coast each year. Yet when weather forecasting 
began around 1861 with huge popular appeal, it remained highly 
controversial; religious men doubted whether anyone could 
pretend to know the mind of God.

Climate change is the long-term alteration in Earth’s climate 
and weather patterns. It took nearly a century of research and 
data to convince most of the scientific community that human 
activity could alter the climate of our entire planet. In the 1800s, 
experiments suggesting that human-produced carbon dioxide 
(CO2) and other gases could collect in the atmosphere and 
insulate Earth were met with more curiosity than concern.

By the 1890s, for example, the concept of warming the 
planet was remote and even welcomed. As Swedish 
chemist Svante Arrehenius, who concluded that industrial-
age coal burning would enhance the natural “greenhouse 
effect” wrote, “By the influence of the increasing percentage of 
carbonic acid [CO2] in the atmosphere, we may hope to enjoy 
ages with more equable and better climates, especially as 
regards the colder regions of the earth.”

FILE THIS UNDER 
Climate Studies, Geography, Meteorology, Anthropology, 
Chemistry, History, Climate Change

Arctowski, Henry. “The Antarctic Climate.” Journal Manuscripts. Wiley Digital 
Archives: Royal Geographical Society (with IBG).

Sources: Sources: https://www.history.com/topics/natural-disasters-and-
environment/history-of-climate-change 
https://www.nytimes.com/2015/08/09/opinion/sunday/the-great-victorian-
climate-debate.html 

https://www.history.com/topics/natural-disasters-and-environment/history-of-climate-change
https://www.history.com/topics/natural-disasters-and-environment/history-of-climate-change
https://www.nytimes.com/2015/08/09/opinion/sunday/the-great-victorian-climate-debate.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2015/08/09/opinion/sunday/the-great-victorian-climate-debate.html
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WHO 
Henryk Arctowski

WHY HE’S NOTABLE 
Henryk Arctowski was born in 1871. In 1888, he started studying mathematics, 
physics, and astronomy at the University of Liège, and chemistry and geology 
at the Sorbonne. Upon completion in 1893, he returned to Liège where he 
worked in the laboratory of Professor Spring in the chemistry department.

From 1897 to 1899, he accompanied the Belgian explorer Baron Adrien de 
Gerlache on the Belgian Antarctic Expedition “Belgica”, the first expedition 
to spend the winter in the Antarctic. As a meteorologist, he proposed the 
original notion of a wind chill factor, arguing that wind could be as damaging to 
human flesh as cold in harsh climates. He coordinated the scientific work and 
performed physical observations himself before returning from the Antarctic 
and living in Brussels, where he analyzed the results of the expedition at 
the Royal Observatory of Belgium. 

He worked for many years meticulously processing and cataloguing all the data 
from the expedition. In the early 1900’s, he worked as a head of the science 
division of the New York Public Library. He then began his large-scale research 
on climate change and worked on this topic for the rest of his life.

The Polish research station on King George Island, Henryk Arctowski Polish 
Antarctic Station, is named after him.

Related items & special collections in the RGS-
IBG Archive: Manuscripts, studies on Antarctic 
climate, studies on the climate of North America, 
sketches related to climate in Africa and South 
America, and much more.

“Charts of Soundings Made by Dr. H. Arctowski in the 
Falkland Is. Dependencies during the Belgian Antarctic 
Exp. 1898 under the Leadership of Comm. de Gerlache.” 
Map. Wiley Digital Archives: Royal Geographical Society 
(with IBG).

https://app.wileydigitalarchives.com/rgs/detail/RGSCFA001-C0002-MA000112;guestAuthToken=eyJhbGciOiJSUzI1NiIsInR5cCI6IkpXVCJ9.eyJkb2NJZCI6IlJHU0NGQTAwMS1DMDAwMi1NQTAwMDExMiIsInNjb3BlIjpbInJlc291cmNlLXNlcnZlci1kb2N1bWVudC1yZWFkIl0sImV4cCI6Mzc3NjgwMDIzOCwiYXV0aG9yaXRpZXMiOlsiUk9MRV9HVUVTVCJdLCJqdGkiOiIzNTNlM2E5Ny0xZDRkLTQxZWUtOTZhYy04MzhkYjdjOTAxMzUiLCJjbGllbnRfaWQiOiJndWVzdCJ9.B3TJHhRm2u52yQl6qUqm0KhmmKLkEZg5YviQG9obUVOh-O2go7yB5T1NZ1OE9-HYc8Ia2s8A53HKtZbIYHR9uR0wIByZFUEYPW5HU35ZLSVpAKg2TXBUMvdcnFTvqoa4r8DL7SdR-ffxmHlbuR21Sl1KqXJajnndMEASB6qurQBPtxEOGUYkvNFWM0xj4_iS6tRxWaWt_cMoHC3fppeNZ6T23_zWesoQCWWvF3TPDZQBSUrR0q7ktbpvNws5W2k60hGonzfo02USZ9j0n31sro6OxxILfuv1xPXM7QX-LtUEoNf3fpkRRKcOo_Tzet6JJk_BYTvgf4aNOwyTtmIDsQ
https://app.wileydigitalarchives.com/rgs/detail/RGSCFA001-C0016-MA000008;guestAuthToken=eyJhbGciOiJSUzI1NiIsInR5cCI6IkpXVCJ9.eyJkb2NJZCI6IlJHU0NGQTAwMS1DMDAxNi1NQTAwMDAwOCIsInNjb3BlIjpbInJlc291cmNlLXNlcnZlci1kb2N1bWVudC1yZWFkIl0sImV4cCI6Mzc3Njc5OTc5NiwiYXV0aG9yaXRpZXMiOlsiUk9MRV9HVUVTVCJdLCJqdGkiOiIzNDNmNWM1Yi05ZDVlLTQyYzQtODA0ZS0zYzVlYzg4ZDMyZTciLCJjbGllbnRfaWQiOiJndWVzdCJ9.aHwdJojaKKnhArEfTjsUr8o3sqgpgRKky7HjThzfjrq3FZ-wt0VjsCJRbNlTI1gqW0cGj9_UoRkq6jIcT6jZVIlkk3XGONYWPoE5zCdQA1UVyJtyJQN0sLXGYvH7JJH1I6viYUAxLmJ5i3kQoNRgf068KfH0Tq566DHy0KXP_QZME-b6QiCohLqzSVZTxsJCB_pXVpR-eoGJZ5GsbKGheHLf2zL2P57_6TFxev9L2gFOahIoaP49MU_rG4r_SRNbPEEfPWhbVyW6wS8_ftmx7fR2Zo7CW7mQ5W06B3CYcUD8kBxmV1o7cH7t3D974QZZDz1TVS4He2k-mGwwFUavtw
https://app.wileydigitalarchives.com/rgs/detail/RGSCFA001-C0004-MA000129;guestAuthToken=eyJhbGciOiJSUzI1NiIsInR5cCI6IkpXVCJ9.eyJkb2NJZCI6IlJHU0NGQTAwMS1DMDAwNC1NQTAwMDEyOSIsInNjb3BlIjpbInJlc291cmNlLXNlcnZlci1kb2N1bWVudC1yZWFkIl0sImV4cCI6Mzc3Njc5OTcxNiwiYXV0aG9yaXRpZXMiOlsiUk9MRV9HVUVTVCJdLCJqdGkiOiI3NjA1NDE0OS05NGE3LTRkYzctYTVkOS1mZmVhZDJlOTA1MjIiLCJjbGllbnRfaWQiOiJndWVzdCJ9.ezEkIYqZe4W6GPtZz27qJByJ3wLlDZrYkdaA_WWrv5hZJ5iplVh3XHoRJs_V6zdyfbF5CrC2pmCybxyNB9qG52chFfxQJeF8wa1EXNOVvZWnAS8LqMhQ2Ddc1DVRHIqyP2cb4yB65Lc-l4U_JUIwhIRWN_QmG23DiMnoualseervJ9WJf4SBjxwcAv13azhP3-rMAHofAJRcqwk5NcKBV-UgKgBxEUy2qVW6Vw8v3JmqwjnMl3V709r3hLStWiN1UV96WVMwDFRpCHLieYFWp867CNIgapoWGpSajuM-HQ2eVggq4-0lhfqdIhHvcRaKlPbQtzReDXFNLsu3LAAcUAhttp://studies 
https://app.wileydigitalarchives.com/rgs/detail/RGSMFA001-C0007-MA000770;guestAuthToken=eyJhbGciOiJSUzI1NiIsInR5cCI6IkpXVCJ9.eyJkb2NJZCI6IlJHU01GQTAwMS1DMDAwNy1NQTAwMDc3MCIsInNjb3BlIjpbInJlc291cmNlLXNlcnZlci1kb2N1bWVudC1yZWFkIl0sImV4cCI6Mzc3NjgwMDE0NCwiYXV0aG9yaXRpZXMiOlsiUk9MRV9HVUVTVCJdLCJqdGkiOiIyMjFlNGNlNy0wMjFmLTQzMzktYWZlOC01ZDI1ZGU3Yjk5NzciLCJjbGllbnRfaWQiOiJndWVzdCJ9.M-6sVO9lz-6hE-mvNHUlZjJIav8BmXF5aGtgLSgZaV5oZCSOJZJ1bDkrX86O0R6U2X88qDGYMT8CrP4is-jUN2mRpFrHg7DsCNBqef80VhaeBe4j5GV7iPkCnlXDWb1TKeYirqsDj9UHOfdI47pnG14CkAalK4RqQVxmjriKB8zf2EF_O-nRD3FZy-GwZ4MRNwH-5-3lHR7q2gugcLKwKgNVhp4MhcKSwmI9lXvDccHFb9WQJqnYtkFrVid-VZUXcXY1ujSzWSyXcLaJUv57P0x-Ro4-DkD5IScwp_BPSMWGLFPYVFLXZOXQWD5M3lOAWeSWh2KNhIuu9dl3TZyj_A
https://app.wileydigitalarchives.com/rgs/detail/RGSMFA001-C0003-MA000118;guestAuthToken=eyJhbGciOiJSUzI1NiIsInR5cCI6IkpXVCJ9.eyJkb2NJZCI6IlJHU01GQTAwMS1DMDAwMy1NQTAwMDExOCIsInNjb3BlIjpbInJlc291cmNlLXNlcnZlci1kb2N1bWVudC1yZWFkIl0sImV4cCI6Mzc3NjgwMDExMSwiYXV0aG9yaXRpZXMiOlsiUk9MRV9HVUVTVCJdLCJqdGkiOiJhODc3ZTI2MS04ZDkzLTRmZGQtYTEzNi1lZWYxYTJjNmMwYWQiLCJjbGllbnRfaWQiOiJndWVzdCJ9.fdWHzjkmMo4f4bObDrHC5Jc3RjHTv0NntYUEh3awVtV8MLAtHhqAs5eXL-TzfUiib7GJxw6ciUH4zUIUpa36iyuybnd8ywxTQY-FLeije7HOO2nytXhkCEG6U2_r0o-9rBdWFQmGOAnBqZCO-Z0V8BlnQVv_0aKyjftFUHVB3EyexTstRGKhfYOCaM9z2h7GgRk8fiLSmChup93kfuT7TuIw8_pGQkuSPKDy_eVbNhaiX_0zhgCtwGXNarfi8grvCpM9DyNrX-fT2kFzqnohBzmDrkbhPHAV4hfDQDdoWuxSaxgMaDPVzltnxjGn4YBnK9FWfw1ci-rSpmAbpZCtBw
https://app.wileydigitalarchives.com/rgs/detail/RGSCFA001-C0006-MA000106;guestAuthToken=eyJhbGciOiJSUzI1NiIsInR5cCI6IkpXVCJ9.eyJkb2NJZCI6IlJHU0NGQTAwMS1DMDAwNi1NQTAwMDEwNiIsInNjb3BlIjpbInJlc291cmNlLXNlcnZlci1kb2N1bWVudC1yZWFkIl0sImV4cCI6Mzc3NjgwMDE5MiwiYXV0aG9yaXRpZXMiOlsiUk9MRV9HVUVTVCJdLCJqdGkiOiJmOTFjZWQ2Ny0yOTIyLTQyZjQtYTA4Yi0yOWRkYzk0ZTUwM2IiLCJjbGllbnRfaWQiOiJndWVzdCJ9.NgiSSRNnPgztsTNyrVY6rUNny41bBKCAU-pzRyWKb9hniUjVECKi1g9GhhlbaM9UuNyKh9bjkMALnMsYfocoxSE7BBkmbAKymP_9scDn91eAdRD_d3XbvUD2ukZOCRjDEdoIue_pwlHlfeWuJCxLmr8L7IjfQ27FZL9dCPgR45TDrDLCH-SraDudKaqXu6N-Ne2nxe4WJddNDXeUbhfQf-jrZKMn_rZNUkVD7511gSeMmLaA06oi7Ng9eVsK6sebLhN_VzqlH-Xe16npmgHsPcNtCp2wSKDdxEJfvn4flbvmkistS-hzul2JXkoJVAyTWY9-_Y8frgmv_-pMUhuxDw
https://app.wileydigitalarchives.com/rgs/detail/RGSCFA001-C0006-MA000106;guestAuthToken=eyJhbGciOiJSUzI1NiIsInR5cCI6IkpXVCJ9.eyJkb2NJZCI6IlJHU0NGQTAwMS1DMDAwNi1NQTAwMDEwNiIsInNjb3BlIjpbInJlc291cmNlLXNlcnZlci1kb2N1bWVudC1yZWFkIl0sImV4cCI6Mzc3NjgwMDE5MiwiYXV0aG9yaXRpZXMiOlsiUk9MRV9HVUVTVCJdLCJqdGkiOiJmOTFjZWQ2Ny0yOTIyLTQyZjQtYTA4Yi0yOWRkYzk0ZTUwM2IiLCJjbGllbnRfaWQiOiJndWVzdCJ9.NgiSSRNnPgztsTNyrVY6rUNny41bBKCAU-pzRyWKb9hniUjVECKi1g9GhhlbaM9UuNyKh9bjkMALnMsYfocoxSE7BBkmbAKymP_9scDn91eAdRD_d3XbvUD2ukZOCRjDEdoIue_pwlHlfeWuJCxLmr8L7IjfQ27FZL9dCPgR45TDrDLCH-SraDudKaqXu6N-Ne2nxe4WJddNDXeUbhfQf-jrZKMn_rZNUkVD7511gSeMmLaA06oi7Ng9eVsK6sebLhN_VzqlH-Xe16npmgHsPcNtCp2wSKDdxEJfvn4flbvmkistS-hzul2JXkoJVAyTWY9-_Y8frgmv_-pMUhuxDw
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Introducing Automated Text 
Recognition (ATR) 
Introducing Automated Text 
Recognition (ATR) 
ATR is an AI-driven image recognition program that analyzes 
handwritten documents, runs the images against a variety of datasets 
to determine the best match, then attempts to recognize words within 
these handwritten documents. ATR differs from Optical Character 
Recognition (OCR), which is the standard for most digital archival 
collections, in that OCR focuses on each individual letter in typeset 
materials but cannot read handwriting.

Without ATR, a manuscript page can only be found via top-level 
metadata. The text isn’t searchable, and it can only be analyzed 
by reading it, which can be a taxing and time-consuming process. 
Through the introduction of ATR, manuscript pages are converted 
into typeset, the text is searchable, and it can be translated, cited, and 
analyzed with textual analysis tools.

There are hundreds of thousands of pages of handwritten text 
within the Wiley Digital Archives program, spread out across each 
archive. Through the incorporation of ATR into the WDA program, our 
analysis results will be different. New connections can be discovered, 
old paradigms or accepted wisdom can be challenged, and new 
discoveries will inevitably be made.

The implementation of ATR means that manuscripts and printed materials will come close to parity in their discoverability. ATR at this scale 
has to potential to change the nature of manuscript research and open the field to new researchers struggling with the requirements and 
skillset needed for intensive manuscript reading. WDA will be the only commercial archival program to implement ATR across all of our 
archival offerings.

To learn more about Wiley Digital Archives, request a demo, or start a free trial, visit: https://www.wileydigitalarchives.com/contact-us/.

Before After

Stallibrass, Edward. “The Bijouga or Bissagos Islands, W. Africa.” Journal 
Manuscripts, 1889. Wiley Digital Archives: Royal Geographical Society (with IBG).

https://www.wileydigitalarchives.com/contact-us/
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About the Royal Geographical 
Society (with IBG) Part I archive

Wiley Digital Archives’ Royal Geographical Society (with IBG) Part I archive spans all aspects of geographical thought and includes 

materials from the society’s library, as well as its extensive archives and maps collections. Over a hundred thousand maps and 

charts are complemented by manuscript material, fieldnotes, correspondence, drawings, photographs, pamphlets, atlases, 

gazetteers, and a range of other published and unpublished material.

The archive sheds light on the impact of geographical science on history, exploration, colonialism, and diplomatic policies, as well 

as natural resources, cultural studies, anthropology, and ethnography. Researchers can explore one of the world’s largest private 

collections of maps and charts from their earliest geographical delineations. RGS-IBG Part I dates from 1482 to the end of the 19th 

century. The collections in this archive create new pathways for interdisciplinary research and education, while, at the same time, 

preserving one of the world’s most important geographical archives.

Visit  wileydigitalarchives.com/rgs to learn more about the Royal Geographical Society (with IBG) Part I archive.

http://wileydigitalarchives.com/rgs

