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Founded in 1518 by King Henry VIII, the Royal College of Physicians of London formed in response to
a critical need for more stringent guidelines around medical practice. At the time, many “physicians”
worked with no formal training or knowledge, spurring the RCP’s founding principle that practitioners with
proper qualifications should be formally granted licenses to practice medicine, while those who were
unqualified should be exposed and punished for malpractice.
Accessible through the Wiley
Digital Archives platform, the
Royal College of Physicians
collection contains a vast
range of original sources
that have shaped over
five centuries of medical
progress, and represents
a unique opportunity for
scholars to reinvigorate their
research with previously
unexplored historical context.

From astronomy and
anatomical studies to
neurology and botanical
research, the Wiley
Digital Archives: Royal
College of Physicians
collection contains an
extensive body of
diverse and
interdisciplinary original
materials, available to
researchers via
institutional access.

A range of unique materials include:
• Books
• Committee Records
• Correspondence
• Domestic Manuals
• Grants, Charters, and
Statutes
• Illustrations, Sketches,
and Drawings
• Journals
• Manuscripts

• Maps
• Personal Papers
• Medical Textbooks
• Physical Artifacts
• Proceedings
• Reports
• Treatment Records
• Questionnaires
& More!

Spanning a vast range of
disciplinary medical research:
• History of Medicine

• Vaccinations

• History of the Royal
College of Physicians

• Medieval and Early
Modern Diseases
and Medical
Treatment

• Regulation, Law,
Policy, and Control
• Medieval and Early
Modern Texts

• Public Health and
Common Diseases

• Non-Western
Medicine

• Military Medicine

• Anatomical Studies

• Early Medical
Textbooks

• World Heath

& More!
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The Wiley Digital Archives platform has been specifically
designed to meet modern archival research needs.
• Intuitive interface

• Geotagged historical maps

• Full-text searchability for
printed documents

• Textual analysis

• Visual search results
• Enhanced metadata
• Downloadable optical
character recognition
(ocr) text
• Term frequency, chronology,
and analysis tools
• Exportable datasets for
charts, tables, statistics, and
handwritten fieldwork notes

• Headers—names, places,
and dates—and core
metadata have been
manually keyed in
• Collections are browsable
at archive, collection, box,
and folder levels
• Print, download, save, and
share documents

Learn more at wileydigitalarchives.com

